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The Hanns Seidel Foundation, founded in 1967, is a 
German political foundation, close to the Christian 
Social Union (CSU), providing political education 
“in the Service of Democracy, Peace and Development” 
in Germany and abroad. It has been working for more 
than 35 years in the field of development cooperation 
and is currently taking an active part in approximately 
100 projects in around 60 countries worldwide.

Our international activities based on Christian-social 
ideals seek to promote humane living conditions and 
to contribute to sustainable development by strength-
ening peace, democracy and social market economy. 
In cooperation with our local partners we realise pro jects 
in the areas of political consulting and education. Our 
partners’ independency and ownership are of particular 
importance to us.

 
AFrICA

PrOjeCT COUnTrIeS

Within the region the Hanns Seidel Foundation is active 
in the following countries:

u Algeria (DZ)

u Benin (Bj)

u  Burkina Faso (BF)

u  Dr Congo (CGO)

u egypt (eT)

u ethiopia (eTH)

u  Ghana (GH)

u Kenya (eAK)

u Mali (rMM)

u Morocco (MA)

u  namibia (nAM)

u niger (rn)

u South Africa (ZA)

u Tanzania (eAT)

u  Togo (TG)

u Tunisia (Tn)

u  Uganda (eAU)
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OUr PrOjeCT WOrK

Africa’s population has exceeded one billion in mid 2009. In 
most countries, remarkable economic growth rates of above 6 % 
during the last few years before the global economy crisis were 
not sufficient to make up for the rapid population growth. The 
upheavals in the Arab World since the beginning of 2011 have 
shown that democratically underdeveloped societies have a 
strong desire to participate in the political decision making 
process. Additionally, the abuse of power and financial resources 
through ancient elites is no longer accepted.

Within the scope of European interests regarding foreign and 
security policy, the need for a sustainable development in 
 Africa, which substantially meets the population’s necessities, 
is steadily increasing. As the Foundation seeks for an eman-
cipated partnership with African countries, indigenous initia-
tives are preferentially supported. Thereby, the demand for 
democratic structures and good governance, as formulated by 
African state- and increasingly non-state establishments, is of 
great importance to our work.

The goal of our activity abroad is primarily to strengthen the civil 
society of African countries through socio-political measures with 
regard to democratic rights and the empowerment of state institu-
tions, in order to meet their democratic obligations. This is an 
important contribution to the abolishment of political, economic 
and social difficulties as well as to the eradication of poverty.

ACTIvITIeS – exAMPLeS

The states of North Africa, as immediate neighbours of Europe, 
are important partners within the framework of development 
cooperation. 

In North Africa, especially in Tunisia, the Hanns Seidel Foun-
dation cooperates with research institutions to support  the 
reform forces regarding the development of administrative 
structures based on principles of rule of law and democracy. 
Furthermore it supports the exchange of knowledge in order to 
strengthen civil society.

The work in Egypt promotes decentralised administrative 
structures, strengthening more than 30 centres of education 
and communication (Nilcentres) with the aim of enhancing the 
citizens’ participation in sustainable development and serving 
as a platform for a prosperous civil society. 

The “African Peer Review Mechanism” (APRM), mainly sup-
ported in West Africa, fosters democratic culture and creates 
a more conducive environment for economic prosperity. On 
the basis of an evaluation process the APRM develops national 
programmes of action with regard to good governance as well 
as socio-political and economic development. Furthermore, 
 regional exchange on rule of law between West and North 
Africa is supported to overcome socio-cultural divides and 
to strengthen democratic institutions in their constitutional 
 mandate.

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, activities such as 
the reforestation and the promotion of agricultural economics 
are funded by the European Commission. Accompanied by 
socio-political measures, the actions aim to contribute sus-
tainably to the autonomous provision of the local population 
as well as to the protection of the environment.

In Southern Africa, the foundation supports civil society 
structures as well as an independent local administration. 

In South Africa, our work focuses on political consulting 
for members of the government, parliament and further 
state institutions regarding security- and socio-political 
topics. Furthermore the South African police department is 
supported in its fight against crime. 

In Tanzania, the promotion of women is the focal point of 
our work. Capacity building activities prepare female candi-
dates for executive positions in the range of society, politics 
and economy. 

In Kenya, our work is concentrated on measures for fighting 
corruption and the further education of social multipliers.

FOCUS OF OUr WOrK

u  Strengthening the structures of civil society in rural and 
urban areas

u  Promoting decentralisation and participative adminis-
tration 

u  Participation of civil society in political decision-making 
processes

u  Supporting originally African initiatives, such as the 
“New Partnership for Africa’s Development” (NEPAD) 
and the related “African Peer Review Mechanism” 
(APRM)

u  Security policy in Southern Africa
u  Socio-political promotion of women
u  Supporting economic development through professional 

and management training
u  Strengthening the population’s environmental awareness
u  Development and fostering of rule of law structures in 

North and West Africa
u  Fighting corruption


