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The Hanns Seidel Foundation, founded in 1967, is a 
German political foundation, close to the Christian 
Social Union (CSU), providing political education 
“in the Service of Democracy, Peace and Development” 
in Germany and abroad. It has been working for more 
than 35 years in the field of development cooperation 
and is currently taking an active part in approximately 
100 projects in around 60 countries worldwide.
 
Our international activities based on Christian-social 
ideals seek to promote humane living conditions and 
to contribute to sustainable development by strength-
ening peace, democracy and social market economy. 
In cooperation with our local partners we realize pro jects 
in the areas of political consulting and education. Our 
partners’ independency and ownership are of particular 
importance to us.

 
NOrTHeaST aSIa

PrOjeCT COUNTrIeS

Within Northeast Asia, the Hanns Seidel Foundation 
conducts projects in the following countries:

u  China (CHN)

 Network of project 
 offices and local centres 
 including

 – Xinjiang

 – Tibet

 – Yunnan

 – Inner Mongolia

 – Gansu 

 – Shandong

 – Guangdong

 – jiangsu

 – Zhejiang

 – Hubei

 – Beijing

 – Shanghai

u  Korea (rOK / KP)

u  Mongolia (MGL)
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OUr PrOjeCT WOrK

The department Northeast Asia is responsible for projects in 
China, Korea and Mongolia.

The educational and political dialogue between China and the 
Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) has been maintained since 
1980, and focuses on occupational training with the objective 
of supporting the educational reforms of the Chinese govern-
ment. The major emphasis is on vocational training. The bi-
lateral cooperation was extended to the fields of employment 
issues, rural development (1990) and social policy (1993). 
Since the late 1990s, our social and educational political 
counselling works have begun to focus on the economically 
underdeveloped West Chinese provinces.

In Korea, our main objective since 1987 has been to focus 
on the promotion of the inter-Korean reconciliation process in 
preparation for possible future reunification.

Since 1995, the HSF has begun to support the future develop-
ment of the rule of law and democratic structures in Mongolia. 
Our counselling partners in Mongolia in the crucial fields of 
public law and criminal law include the justice and interior 
ministries, the Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court. 

eXaMPLeS OF OUr aCTIvITIeS

The structure of our cooperation with China in the field of 
development policy has many dimensions. On a regional level, 
we have project offices with a specific task focus, as well as 
centres located nationwide. This network has been developed 
over many years in cooperation with our partner organisations. 
It enables us to promote reform processes on different levels 
in the civic, educational and political fields. That has resulted 
in the following focus of our work:

Education policy and knowledge transfer to economically 
underdeveloped areas:
This area concentrates on vocational training and counselling 
on educational policy at the national, regional and local levels, 
as well as on the promotion of the education system in struc-
turally weak regions in order to reduce the economic and social 
cleavage between Eastern and Western China.

Socio-political development:
The HSF supports the social civil and legislative reforms in 
China by enhancing the national and international dialogue 
on policies and sciences with key political partners and 
decision makers, such as the Party School of the Central 
Committee of CPC and the Chinese People’s Association for 
Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC). Cooperation 
with the All-China Women’s Federation focuses on the trans-
formation of women’s social status and family roles in the 
underdeveloped Western China provinces by offering qualifi-
cations and supporting measures aimed at promoting busi-
ness start-ups.

Rural development:
Rural projects focus on establishing strategies and concepts for 
the development of rural areas, with special emphasis on eco-
logical aspects and participation of the affected population.

The major emphasis of our work in Korea is counselling on the 
inter-Korean process of reconciliation. The experience of Ger-
man separation and reunification are especially relevant in 
this context. Furthermore, we have launched pilot projects and 
training schemes in North Korea in the fields of economy and 
trade, ecological farming and sustainable forestry. Women in 
politics are being promoted to serve as multipliers within the 
reconciliation process.

The central task of the HSF in Mongolia is to promote the 
rule of law in state and society. In the context of this objec-
tive, the HSF provides support to build an effective Adminis-
trative Litigation, to draft major legislation as well as to 
modify legal education and selection procedures for lawyers. 
The necessity has a reason to repeal a number of obsolete 
statutes and provisions. It has also been necessary to sup-
port the nationwide dissemination of the law and further 
reforms of the judiciary within the entire legal system. In 
addition to international events as well as counselling and 
training measures, the Academy Judicial Knowledge founded 
by the HSF provides training courses throughout the year 
and public relations in this specialized field. There are reha-
bilitation programmes for juvenile offenders. 

FOCUS OF OUr WOrK

u  Support for civil, social and economic reform processes 
to further civic society and constitutional structures

u  Promotion of educational reform and knowledge transfer 
to Western China

u  Development of rural areas and disadvantaged regions

u  Aid to the process of reconciliation and strengthening 
local authorities

u  Advancement of women in the field of politics

u  Consolidation of democracy by counselling in the fields 
of rule of law and administration

u  Continuing education courses for lawyers, magistrates 
and judges; comparative research in various legal and 
administrative fields, public relations in specialized 
fields, professional publications and rehabilitation activ i-
ties


