
CHALLENGES

Due to environmental damages the Vietnamese economy is 
suffering from annual losses amounting up to three percent 
of its economic output. Paradoxically, the environmental 
problems primarily result from high economic growth. A low 
know-how level of decision makers is hindering Vietnam in 
introducing policies of environmental sustainability. Main 
problems are increasing water-, soil- and air pollution, 
insufficient waste management as well as poverty-induced 
overexploitation of natural resources.

With more than 2,000 km of coastline, Vietnam is one of 
the countries, which are globally most affected by climate 
change. Thus, in the coming years, the Mekong Delta, 
which is home to about 20 percent of the Vietnamese 
population, is expected to experience significant land 
losses due to sea level rise. Tropical storms and floods 
destroy valuable livestock products which inevitably lead 
to migration from rural to urban areas. During dry season, 
the soil salinization is again worsened by the intrusion of 
sea water and endangers the long-term water supply in the 
region.

Improvement of Legislation for Envi-
ronmental and Climate Protection

Climate change is particularly evident in Vietnam. The Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) supports 
the emerging country in the improvement of regulatory frameworks for the achievement of global 
sustainability goals in the field of environmental and climate protection and resources utilization. 
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The United Nations adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals in 2015, which should be applied to all countries around the world.
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The challenge of the Vietnamese government is to develop 
appropriate strategies and consistently implement the 
global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in order 
to achieve a more sustainable and efficient utilization of 
natural resources.

APPROACHES

Within the framework of the SDGs, the HSF projects focus 
on the development of environmental policy strategies 
and the improvement of the regulatory framework. In 
cooperation with state think-tanks - for example, the 
Institute of Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources and 
Environment (ISPONRE) - workshops, trainings, seminars, 
conferences and study trips are held to impart the necessary 
international know-how.
One of the main focal points is the implementation of 
the Paris Agreement and the Agenda 2030 of the United 
Nations. This includes the adjustments of the legislation 
in line with international standards, the review of 
possible financial mechanisms and the successful 
fulfillment of the self-imposed climate targets, the 
Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). 
Functional approaches for reducing carbon emissions are 
developed at the municipal level in collaboration with 
national scientists.

The proposals help to make policy recommendations more 
coherent and improve environmental standards. Regarding 
the Agenda 2030, HSF also supports its partners in 
developing appropriate indicators and control mechanisms. 
Thus, the project work contributes to a qualitative 
improvement of the policy recommendations developed by 
state think-tanks in the field of environmental protection 
and adaptation. These drawn up policy recommendations 
should lead to legislative proposals, which are adopted by 
the National Assembly, or the inputs for superior strategies 
in the field of environmental protection.

EFFECTS

The release of the publications on the implementation of 
the Green Economy has made new knowledge available to 
a wide range of national experts. Dialogue forums bring 
various stakeholder groups together to open discussions, 
in which international and national experiences are 
exchanged. This allows an improved dialogue between 
civil society, policy makers and employees of government 
think-tanks on topics relevant to environmental policy. The 
policy recommendations drawn up this way consider not 
only national particularities, but also recent international 
standards, such as the Paris Agreement from 2015. These 
jointly drawn up recommendations are taken into account 
in environmental and land use laws, which are adopted 
by the National Assembly, or are included in superior 
governmental strategies for environmental protection.n

OUR PARTNERS

Panel discussion SDG-Conference in Hanoi 2016

Institute of Strategy and Policy on 
Natural Resources and Environment
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The fight against climate change is 
not just task of the government. It 
requires the participation of all peo-
ple; only then can it be successful!
Tran Hong Hà, Environment Minister of the SR Vietnam
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Factsheets here.


